Inside IBM’s
World’s Fair

The “people wall” hoists you
up into the strange-shaped ovoid
that houses IBM’s Infoermation
Machine. A formally attired
guide drops out of nowhere.

Drawings and Text by Henry B. Comstock
FRO\I a distance, it looks like the zany exhibit pavilion, featuring the In-

tival of Gas.  formation Machine.

orld’s Fair vis- It's really a theater that sits atop a
itors draw nearer, they find themselves forest of 45 stylized, 32-foot-high sheet-
in a people trap—IBM's wonderfully metal trees. Their cleverly dovetailed
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Plexiglas leaves, forming a continuous,
one-acre canopy.

You join a couple of thousand others
who are queueing up on a complex of

Spectators sit on
upholstered benches
to see How
Computers Work.
Fourteen projectors

bombard nine screens

to unscramble the
complicated subject
of data machines.

Stylized st

1 trees have

hexagon-shaped tops that
dovetail to form a continuous
support for a one-acre canopy.

catwalks suspended above a shallow pool.
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Inside IBM's World's Fair “E;
[Continued from page 591
what IBM calls the “people wall.” Its 12
tiers of seats are no sooner filled than an
M.C. in white tie and tails comes gliding
down above you in a “bucket.” He promises
that in the next 12 minutes you'll learn that
computers make use of everyday methods
we all use in our daily lives to solve com-
plicated problems

Inside the ezg. Tn a little less than a
minute, you're hydraulically hoisted 53 feet
into the main theater. This puts you in the
core of the gunite-sprayed steel egg, about
the size of a Navy blimp—115 feet long, 89
feet deep, 58 feet from base to top, which
is 90 feet high. There, 14 slide and movie
projectors bombard nine random-size screens
with a very busy show. If the 30-ton people
returns you to earth still wondering
why data-processing machines are useful,
it’s no fault of IBM'’s.

While the Information Machine domi-
nates the show, you will find the cluster of
little booths and exhibits scattered under
the canopy equ entertaining. Pinball
fanciers are especially attracted to
foot-high glass case called o Probability

i vethylene bn]l!
inch in diameter, tumble
e of rods that divert them

through a n
haphazardly into 21 chutes at the base. This

In-
ne bell-like

routine is repeated every 18 minutes.
variably the balls form th
“normal distribution curve.

Puppet-show booths are Fashioned after
18th-century prototypes. But the little fig-
ures, activated by air eylinders, magnets,
belleranks, and geun are strictly 1964. So
are some sk which add up to a data-ma-
chine strip u.m\ One theater shows Sher-
lock Holmes solving a case with computer
logic.

There’s also a Scholars Walk where
you can bone up on computer lore at dis-
plays on handy reading stand

If you want to see the more tangible

of computers, you can inspect
s a bevy of IBM's
latest contributions to office and industry
Or watch a computer translate Russian into
English. Or if you'd like to know what
other world-shaking event occurred on your
birthday, or any other day in the last 100
years, write the date on a card and watch
an electronic Ouija board gobble it up, read
the handwriting, and seconds later spell out
the banner Baidfithe of fha. o ay.




