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Jsland Exposition s- Portopia ‘81, for.

“short — the exposition will begin on-

March 20, 1981, andru.n ttg'ough _»Se;‘)-("

.tember. I .
. The central theme will be “The Crea-

tion of a New. City of Culture on the

Sea,” and the ‘exhibits will point up the,
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.- A gala six-month-long expositioi to”
- unveil the world’s largest man-made-
‘jsland is being’ planned in Kobe, the
" leading port of Japan, for 1981 and its.
-sponsors hope i will attract close 10.5,--
000,000 visitors,| Called the Kobe Port

;" 'Kobe Port Island lies just off the -

- technological progress that has made it *
possible for man to build marine cities.
Portopia’s.~ -attractions, .= -sprawled :
across the 128-acre exposition site, will -
include exhibits, shows and cbncerts;: -
an. -all-weather: swimming ‘pool- for -
water sport competitions, an interna-
- -tional flea market displaying foods and
* crafjs from around the world and a Lei- -
-sureland amusernent park.. o7 o2

i shore of its namesake, the port of Kobe, |

* 18 miles west of Osaka. Construction of*”

. the marine city was started in 1966 and
"its estimated cost is $2.5 billion.. By -
.spring ®f 1981, -an - unmanned, .
computer-operated ' train ' will * link -

..downtown Kobe to the island. Also
slated for completion by that time are

+ the 30-floor Kobe Port Island Hotel, an -

"' | international exposition hall, a 1,000~ :

bed central municipal hospital and a '
*6,000-unit high-rise - apartment -com-
plex. L s .
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Australian Tourist Gommission . :
To Join Portopia '81 = ~-~ . Jan. 39,
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“Australia To
Join Portopia

KOBE—The Australian
Tourist Commission will par-

ticipate in Portopia’81 to be held

from March 20 to Sept. 15, 1931 -

on Port Island here.

With a booth taking about 200
square meters floor space in a -
joint pavilion, the govern-
mental commission plans to ;

display products of the country

as well as informative-

materials concerning tourism,
culture and industries. Films
introducing ‘Australia will be
shown.

A national day when a special
presentation is to be given is
scneduled. The commission
also plans to make a Pan-
Pacific Tourism presentation
jointly with New Zealand,
Papua New Guinea and the
Philippines.
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- To be displayed in a space of
about 100 square meters i a
joint pavilion will be photos and |
panels describing the culture
and tourism of the country of
forests and lakes.

Participation by folk dance
groups- of the country is also
under discussion.

With the _inauguration of
service by Finnair, Finnish:
Airlines, between Helsinki and :
"Narita expected in April, 1982, |
the airline also sees the e‘c-;
position as ‘a good opportumty
to attract tourists.

Meanwhile, the "Sankin- kal i
comprising 45 firms of the Dai--
Ichi Kangyo Bank group, has;
revealed a blueprint for . 1ts,
pavilion, tentatively called
*Heartopia.” o

According to the an-!
nouncement, “Heartopia,” on a
space of 2,920 square meters,
will be dedicated to water, with
sections with names such as:
“Water athletic plaza,” “Water
play tunnel,” *‘Play island’’ and ,

Water jungle. H.LN %}
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Topics on Kobe Fortopia '81

From the Mainiechi Daily News

March 13, 80
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. Island Exposition Association

* ‘an amusement park and other

. including

Portopia’81 To

Cost©2mBil, |

KOBE — The Kobe Port

has announced that the total :
‘cost. of Portopia'sl to be held |
from March 20 to Sept. 15 next
vear is estimated at 272.2 billion
yen, and-a total work force of
16.617 persons will be employed

in the related enterprises.

According te the estimate, 60
billion yen will be used for the ;
construction of pavilions, In-
ternational Exchange House,

facilities. The cost of operating
" them during the fair is expected
to be 11.5 billion yen.

The cost oi related projects
the new transit
svstem, sewerage facilities and
-a hotel on the exposition site is
estimated at 137.7 biilion yen.

During the 180-day fair, about
6 million visitors are expected,
who will spend a total of 63
billion yen on admission fees (9
billion yen), other spending at !
the site (10.8 billion yen) and '

spending outside the site- (40 2 ‘
. billion yen).. ,"i
A
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Kobe Corner -
In Portopia’8l

KOBE—Kobe City has an-
nounced . a plan for its m-
dependent pavilion for Por-|

topia'8l to be held from March
20 to Sept. 15 next vear,

" The pavilion. with the theme
“Frontier Mind of Kobe,” will -
review the city's development,
from a small village to the:
present during the past 110
vears.

The pavilion, to be’ built on a
tract of 2.763 square. meters,
will have a total floor space of
2.089 square meters.-After the
exposition, it will be preserved
for use as a science museum.

In a “*Zoom-In Kobe Corner.”

a screen eight meters in
" diameter about two melers
below visitors’ feet will provide
aerial views of the city. S

The pavition will also have a
“Trivision’’ theater equipped
with 16 screens for reallstlc
effects.

. The total cost of the pav 1l|on
and its operation is estimated at |
1.050 million yen.

Another participant in
Portopia’8l, the Kawatetsu
Group, has announced a plan to
build a pavilion with a total :
Hoor. space of 922.70 square |
meters with the theme “globe,” |
explaining and showing in-
teresting features of the Earth.

The Matsushita Electric
Industrial Co. plans to build a |
pavilion in the shape of a:
pyramid. symbolizing the|
company's. devotion to the’
development of allernate
energy sources. '

Suntory Ltd. will build

*Suntory Waterland” dea!md
with water and man.
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Meet Proposed
For Portopia’81

- KOBE—Plans for an in-'
conference of°

‘ternational
physically handicapped persons
that would be heid when Por-
topia’8l opens here next year:

were recently bared by’

Eisaburo Maejima, a member
of the House of Councillors, also
known as Eita Yashiro, a for-
mer entertainer who losi the
use of his legs in an accident
some years ago.

\Iaejlma \\ho is sometimes
called the *“Wheelchair Diet-
man,” is suggesting that about
500 delegates from more than 20
countries be invited for a
weeklong meeting that would be
held at an “international ex-
change pavilion™ planned at the
fair site. .

The program, he said, would
include concerts given by
handicapped musicians, lec-
tures by well-known scholars
and a “Grand Wheelchair
Parade” in which people of
Kobe would also take part. - !

Portopia'81 is‘well suited for
such a gathering because the
site is close to hotels. public i
buildings and medical facilities. |
Elevators that will be installed
at ' the Japanese National
Railways’ Shin Kobe Station by
the end of this year will be of
great help to people traveling in
wheelchairs, Maejima said.

Kobe is known for its ad- !
vanced welfare projects, and its
people are warm and svm-
pathetic to the handicapped.
Also, the plight of such persons

could be eloquently demon- |

strated to the many foreign
tourists who are expected to
visit Portopia’8l, he said.

Maejima, who noted that 1981 |

coincides with an international
year for handicapped persons,
said that his plans have met
with favorable responses from
Kobe City and the Welfare
Mmlstry
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Work Starts For Porrop/a ’87

h(}BE Construction  work
for Portopia'8l got under way
officially when the ground-
breaking ceremony was held on
sprawling Kobe Port Island
Saturday, attended by more
than 700 representatives from
local government and business
circles as well foreign
representatives. -

Portopia'8l, to be held from
March 20 to Sept. 15 next vear,
will mark the completion of the
336-hectare artificial - island
whose econstruction started in
June 1966. Part of the island has
been already used for
container berths.

The island has consumed
about €0 million cubic meters of

soil from a mountain in western

Kobe, and is expected to
become the largest artificial
island in the world. The ex-
position site will occupy 62

hectares. ,

The ground-breaking
ceremony in Shinto style
started at 10 a.m. as fireworks
were shot into the balmv sky
and police music bands per-
formed pop and splendor
Citizens of Kobe hope the in-
ternational fair will help to
rejuvenate their economie
prosperity just as EXPO'70 did
for Osaka.

Representing the Kobe Port

_Exposition Association

President Tatsuo Mivazaki,
concurrently mayor of Kobe,
and 27 other representatives of
the domestic as well as foreign
exhibitors ploughed the sand
with new shovels to break the
land, while a helicopter hovered
over the ceremonial site.
Foreign representatives
included Kiichi Hiraga, press
secretary for the United Arab
Emirates Embassy; W.
Lawrence Dutton, American
consul general; Wang Shih
Chen, Chinese consul; Tokigi
Fugituca, Brazilian vice con-
sul; Andre Brnet, French
consul general; Peter Ehren-
speck, representative of the
Deutsche Bank Osaka Office;
G.M. Kruissink, acting consul

general of the Netherlands: and G

Sergei D. Anisimov,
consul general. .

The sound of Japanese
traditional instruments such as
**sho’ and *shichiriki'" echoed
throughout the rite symbolizing
the “new. cultural city on-the
sea.”

Russian

After "the ceremony was

concluded in the tent pitched on :
the still barren land, a floral |

ball was cracked by President
Miayazaki, Kohei Kobayashi,
general producer; XNorio
Kijima, deputy director of the
Portopia Midori-kai and
currently vice president of the
Sanwa Bank; and Miss Doretta

Loschelder, German vice
consul.

Colorful balloons and many
doves were released along with
more fireworks and a twirling
troupe unfolded a flag play
describing “Let’s bring Por-
topia’81 to ‘'great success.’
Many kindergarten children
spelled out Portopia’8l in
human letters.

M.L. Trivedi, doven of the
Hanshin consular corps,

congratulated the city on the
fair.
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]apanese FIock to Exh1b1t Foc’smg on the Future

Spetial to The New York Times

KOBE Japan, March 29 — The video
screen shows a man sleeping under a
glass dome, protected from a menacing
cityscape. A few beeps and flashes later,
the image is transformed into a sunlit

crowded with joggers and couples
walkinghand inhand.
- These pictorial simulations of alterna-
tive futures for Japanareoneofthe main |
- attractions of Portopia '81, Japan’s big- |
est technological showcase since
aka’s Expo ’70

The six-month exhibition situated on a

large artificial island in the port here has

|

-

‘has been crowded with Ja

" for admission to a

cated that few were able to see more than
four pavilions in a day. The crowds re-
flect a pride in Japanese

32 pavilions dlsplaymg the latest de\félop»
ments in film, information and 9°4 4
technology. Unlike the Osaka exhibition
of 1970, however, Portopia is s red
by Japanese for the Japanese. Alf but
four of the pavilions are built by large

Japanese companies, arid the t
and expertise on display are of Japmese

origin.
In the week since it upen

the nation’s new prosperity. .

Strong Focus on Energy Issues

A third of the pavilions focus on energy
or environmental issues, reflecting

| Japan’s concern over its acute shortage
of energy resources — the country must
import more thar 85 percent of its energy
needs. The Sanyo Solarium, for example,
is heated and aiv-conditioned with solar

panese
including throngs of vacationing
children. The average waiting time time
pavilion is more than
an hour, and a recent poil of visitors indi-

achievements, but the pavilions reveal a |
national obsessicn with how to preserve |

panels-, while a pavilion spansomd by th -
Kansai Power Company is devoted e

tirely to examining alternative energy
sources. In one pavilion a fuel extractec
from corai and the leaves of eucalypt
trees was used to operate a small motor
cycle.

Several of the more spectacu!ar pavil
ions highlight Japan’s expertise in infor
mation technology. The Theme Pavilion
the centerpiece, houses the newly devel
oped Hiovics, which stands for highly i
teractive optical visual information sys
1 tem, and an audience-participation vide
system. Visitors to the pavilion sit at indi
vidual computer booths from where thei
faces are projected onto a screen an
their answers to a.poll on Japanese way

 of life are slmu]taneously tabulatecl
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| quizzed about thedrpreferences ins
- on their answers, the computer compiles
@ vision of the mtm'e that tg: respmdl::nts
say ihey prefer. The results indicate that | a
- the Japanese want. more time for sports
_and recreation. : -
| Other pavilions have
| compose music, dancing robots and hem-
ispheric screens that pmject dazzling
optical illusions. |
| Perhaps the most impressive exhibit of
all is’tHe-site of Fortopia, called Port Is-
land. The island i3 the resuit of a 15-year
land reclamation project sponso by
! the city governmient of Kobe, Ja
second busiest pcrt. Nearly three billion

At halt-hour intervals, visitors dre
| ing, eating and leisure activities. Based

computers that
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hﬂls‘ﬂear the city to the sitein the harbo
by 4 la.rge conveyor belt and were po
into ah ‘area enclosed by a concrete
breakwater. The result is an island abcut
eight miles long, with housing and recr=

onal and health tacﬂltles fer 8 popula-
ticm of 20 000,

J
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of pIamung and h.lgh te-

.This sh
chology is twithout its flaws. One of the
‘noted attrdctions, the computerized, éle-

vated tramway to 'the island, has sufféred
mdelays of up toﬂ:lree hours. Some of the
visitors to Port complained about the
huge crowds and the high admission fee,
equivalent to §10, but most appeared con-
§'(tent to wait patiently for a chance to won-
der at Japan’s proud dlsplay of techno-

_? cubgc feet ofeartlr  were transportad from

loglca.l innovat.itm. !

q—w

. N 1 a_ e
LIS Y . -l'? w.l’q-ﬂ',;—h-uq;.".-" h-l-ﬁﬂl

- pigppinie ey

- .-!..-






