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Expo 74

The many phases of ecology are theme of World Exposition

“How man can live,work and play in harmony
with his environment” 1s to be the theme of
World Exposition in Spokane, Washington

MERICA’s first world exposition
A on the environment will open in
Spokane, Washington in May, 1974.
Expo '74, themed to the environ-
ment and outdoor recreation, has been
approved by the Bureau of Interna-
tional Expositions in Paris and by
President Richard M. Nixon on be-
half of the United States Government.
In a ceremony on the banks of the
Spokane River, local, state and fed-
eral officials have joined with mayors
of 24 eastern Washington communi-
ties, leaders of the Spokane Indian
tribe and the people of the Spokane
area to mark the occasion.

With major participation of foreign
and domestic governments and other
exhibitors, Expo 74 promises to be a
compact but dazzling world’s fair in
a picture book setting. Carefully being
planned for a 100-acre site adjacent
to the heart of Spokane, the $60,000,-
000 exposition encompasses two is-
lands, the banks and spectacular falls
and rapids of the cascading Spokane
River.

In keeping with the environmental
theme, the building of the exposition
will in itself be a massive riverfront
redevelopment and rehabilitation pro-
ject. Railroads that now intersect the
site will be removed and bridges de-
molished to revitalize the area into an
exciting exposition site, with the post-
fair legacy to be one of America’s
sparkling urban park and civic center
areas.

Expo '74 opens May 1 for a six-
month run through October. It is ex-
pected to attract over 4,500,000 gate
admissions. Many of these visitors will
be touring the Pacific Northwest,
making Spokane a feature stop on a
complete regional vacation. The Pa-
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cific Northwest area is blessed with
more National Parks and other rec-
reational areas than any other part
of the United States, and Spokane, lo-
cated 290 miles east of Seattle and
near ldaho and Canada, is in the heart
of this richly rewarding vacationland.

The theme of Expo '74 covers both
environmental concern and outdoor
recreation. “How man can live, work
and play in harmony with his environ-
ment” tells the story of the exposition,
which is calculated to stimulate great-
er understanding of the world’s en-
vironmental problems and how they
can be solved.

The dimensions of the Expo theme
have sparked commitment to the Spo-
kane River Basin Drainage project,
a joint project by the states of Wash-
ington and ldaho involving 120 miles
of river flowing through the two states.
This project can serve as a model for
water depollution efforts and water
quality management for the entire na-
tion and the world.

The relationship between man and
his surrounding natural environment,
including the problems, the progress
and the future requirements, will be
carried out in a host of pavilions and
exhibits.

Expo officials say that interest in
the theme and the unique site already
has been high at meetings of world
exposition planners in Europe, the
Orient and at home. Thus, a very
healthy participation from foreign
and domestic nations, associations
and industries is anticipated.

The United States Pavilion, now in
the planning stage, will be a major
statement by this nation of its en-
vironmental concerns. A major Wash-
ington State Pavilion is underway, as

are many other necessities of any
world’s fair—amusements, theaters,
exotic food centers, special events and
all the high-intensity hoopla that adds
up to Expo excitement.

Planning, therefore, is moving
ahead in Spokane, once a lively West-
ern frontier town and now a bustling
urban center in the midst of the State
of Washington’s, and America’s, most
spectacular and scenic outdoors. And
the exposition planners have a lot go-
ing for them. They are benefiting
from close study of nearby Seattle’s
successful world’s fair in 1962 and
are bent on capitalizing on years of
careful groundwork, a superb site, a
timely theme and mounting communi-
ty spirit to build a winner for Spo-
kane.

A superb example of the commit-
ment to the environmental theme is
in the Expo site itself. It includes 100
acres of riverbank, two islands and
the Spokane River with its spectacular
falls in the heart of the city. Scarred
by the haphazard inroads of 100 years
of urban progress, the area was re-
cently a tangle of railroad tracks and
bridges, dilapidated buildings, sag-
ging warehouses and skid row drifter
havens. The once-beautiful river chan-
nels had been filled in, covered over
and obscured by buildings as the city
grew outward from the waterfront.

Today the whole 100 acres is being
reclaimed and is being transformed
into a living expression of what is pos-
sible in bringing about the rebirth of
the core of a city. Expo 74 will be the
first exposition in memory to fea-
ture extensive areas of grass, shrubs
and trees or shaded walkways which
link pavilion, plaza and amusement
areas with quiet pools, riverside paths
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and rest areas.

The outdoor recreation theme of
the United States Pavilion reflects
one of the reasons for having an ex-
position of this type in Spokane. Post-
Expo use of the federal pavilion will
be an artfully arranged National Park
and Recreation Information Center
and Environmental and Recreational
Education Center to tell visitors about
the outdoor attractions surrounding
Spokane, including Glacier and Yel-
lowstone Parks, the Montana and
Canadian Rockies, Banff, Jasper and
Garabaldi Parks, Olympic National
Park, Mount Rainier, the Columbia
Gorge, Oregon’s Crater Lake, Three
Sisters and Blue Mountain areas.

For six months, from May to Octo-
ber in 1974, Expo 74 will have the
chance to show the world that prog-
ress without pollution is possible.
Scientists, ecologists, industry and
government and the best of entertain-
ment and communication techniques
will combine forces to show how our
fragile earth with only limited re-
sources and limited ability to renew
itself, can reach for a harmonious bal-
ance of man and environment. E
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Expo ‘74 will be built on 100 acres of riverbank,
islands and the cascading Spokane River with
its spectacular falls adjacent to the downiown
business district, as shown outlined (top right).
The site of Expo ‘74 lies at the center of

some of the most scenic natural attractions on
the North American contineni—mountains,
lakes, national parks, ocean beaches—all
within a day’s drive. Within a 50-mile radius

of Spokane are 76 sparkling northwest lakes
Jfor swimming, water skiing, fishing and camping
(above). The Washingion State Pavilion (left)
will be a combined performing arts auditorium
and exhibit hall. Indian youths from the
Spokane Tribe, whose ancestors fished and
hunted around the beautiful Spokane River
Falls, dance a ceremonial rite during ground-
breaking ceremonies for Expo 74 (1op lef1).




