


Join the 30,000
Dedicated Sponsors

...who agree to contribute ten dollars or
more per year on a date specified by them for
the work of Bringing Christ to the Nations.
Annual Sponsor Plan gifts form the depend-
able financial foundation upon which The
Lutheran Hour relies for continuation and
expansion of its world-wide radic mission.
Use the coupon on the reverse side to enroll!

New creature comforts ... more conveniences. ..
greater educational opportunities...an expand-
ing world economy. It’s a great time to live in a
world which stands on the brink of even greater
progress and more fantastic discoveries.

And yet the search goes on for security and hap-
piness amid a frightened and unhappy world
which is plagued with personal frustration, civic
irresponsibility, declining morality, and dollar
idolatry. Happiness seems farther away than ever.
But God is in control. There is no room for gloom
among Christians. God still rules the world and
all that is in it. Christians affirm that “all things
work together for good to them that love God.”
Yes, to them that love God.

God loves the people in the world...and they
need to know it. God’s love, made known in
Christ Jesus, must be made known to everybody.
And Christians have the responsibility of sharing
the Good News of God’s love in Christ Jesus
with people everywhere...in their own com-
munities, their own countries, and throughout
the world.

To each individual Christian, the Lord Jesus
has given the challenging commission: “Go ye
into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature.” Mark 16:15.

The Lutheran Hour
Helps You Share...

The miracle of radio which can leap the
barriers of time and distance, penetrate iron
and bamboo curtains, and enter homes and
hovels where visitors may be unwelcome,
gives you the opportunity to share the
Gospel with “every creature.”

It’s a great time to be alive...a time in
which the Lord in His infinite wisdom has
given His people a powerful means of com-
munication—radio.

The Lutheran Hour is using radio with
ever-increasing effectiveness. More power-
ful transmitters, better programs adapted to
the target audiences, and greater follow-up
methods are employed to proclaim the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Above all, God’s Word, accompanied by
the power of His Holy Spirit, will not
return void but will accomplish that which
He pleases and shall prosper in the thing
whereunto He sent it. (Isaiah 55:11).

The Lutheran Hour Speaker

Parish pastor, college instructor, film pro-
duction adviser, public relations executive,
world-wide radio speaker—Dr. Oswald Hoff-
mann’s service to the church spans more
than a quarter of a century. He has been
speaker on the English language broadcasts
of The Lutheran Hour since 1955. His of-
fice is in the St. Louis headquarters build-
ing of the Lutheran Laymen’s League,
sponsors of the world-wide radio mission
for the Redeemer.
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Become a
Lutheran Hour

Sponsor
Now!

THE LUTHERAN HOUR
2185 HAMPTON AVE. e ST. LOUIS, MO. 63139

Enclosed is my gift as a Lutheran Hour
SPONSOR.

Please notify me on or before______ |
on which date | agree to make an annual
gift as indicated.

NAME: S odiRE
ADDRESS

[[] Please continue to send me the Lutheran
Hour NEWS.

While gifts in any amount are welcome,

SPONSOR recognition is limited to those

who give $10 or more annually.




HISTORY of
The Lutheran Hour

Founded at the Chicago convention of the Lutheran
Laymen’s League on May 31, 1930, the first
Lutheran Hour broadcast was aired over a 32-
station Columbia Broadcasting System network,
originating from WHK in Cleveland, on Oct. 22,
1930. Dr. Walter A. Maier was the speaker.
After 36 weeks of broadcasting, the program was
suspended due to uncertain financial support in
the midst of the depression and a changed network
policy which restricted religious programs to Sun-
day morning.

On Feb. 10, 1935 The Lutheran Hour returned to
the air for a 13-week series over WXYZ, Detroit,
and WLW, Cincinnati, then the world’s most pow-
erful radio station. The programs originated from
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Detroit.

The third season of broadcasting opened on Oct.
20, 1935 with a series of 26 programs over a special
eight-station Mutual Broadcasting System network
originating from KFUO in St. Louis.

When the third season closed on April 12, 1936,
The Lutheran Hour was being broadcast over
10 stations. More than 60,000 letters, 25,000
memento requests, and 20,000 contributions had
been received.

The fourth season opened on Jan. 24, 1937 with a
17-station Mutual network which was expanded
to 29 stations by the end of the season. In the
following years the number of stations and the
response grew rapidly.

In February, 1940, foreign broadcasting was begun
over HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, and KZRM, Manila,
Philippines, in Spanish and English. The tenth
season was begun on Oct. 25, 1942, with 460 regular
broadcasts in English, Spanish, and Portuguese.
When European broadcasting was started with the
opening of the 13th season on Oct. 7, 1945, The
Lutheran Hour was utilizing 682 broadcasts in
25 countries.

The 15th season began on Sept. 28, 1947, with 1,000
stations and the introduction of the Bible Cor-
respondence Course.

Dr. Maier died on Jan. 11, 1950. After an interim
period of guest speakers, the Rev. Armin C. Oldsen
began serving as Lutheran Hour speaker on Sept.
30, 1951. He resigned on the advice of his physician
in May of 1953.

Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, the present speaker, opened
the 23rd season on Sept. 25, 1955. The Lutheran
Hour was now utilizing 1,200 broadcasts and in
1956 added the NBC network. During the 25th
season which opened on Sept. 22, 1957, more than
600,000 pieces of mail were received.

Today the annual budget for The Lutheran Hour
is more than two million dollars. The program
reaches an estimated 30 million listeners each week
in 120 lands. More than 40 languages are used and
branch offices are maintained in more than 20
strategic locations throughout the world.

Under God’s blessing, The Lutheran Hour has
become truly a “modern missionary miracle.”



Radio tower in Tokyo is symbolic of
radio towers all over the world which
beam The Lutheran Hour to an esti-
mated 30 million listeners each week.

The Rev. Gabriel Zabaneh, left,
speaker on the Arabic Lutheran
Hour, and Moris Jahshan, man-
ager of the Lutheran Hour
branch office in Lebanon, pre-
pare a program in the studios of
the Near East Christian Council
in Beirut.

Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, left,
Lutheran Hour speaker,
takes time out from a con-
ference with Isoji Sekiya,
script writer for The Japan
Lutheran Hour. Dr. Hoff-
mann visited the Japan of-
fice during a spiritual life
mission to the Orient for the
United States Air Force.

The prize-winning, 40-voice mixed choir from Naha Senior
High School in Okinawa participated in a recent Lutheran
Hour rally in the Ryukyu Island capital.

[ RECEIVE THIS BEAUTIFUL GOLD CROSS
Designed for your coat lapel or dress, this beauti-
: ful Lutheran Hour memento is a universal symbol of
Christianity. For your free cross, fill in this coupon
and mail to The Lutheran Hour, St. Louis, Me.
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