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FLUSHING MEADOW PARK

MUNICIPAL STADIUM

CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY
OCTOBER 28, 1961




PROGRAM

NATIONAL ANTHEM

PRESIDING

NEWBOLD MORRIS, Commissioner of Parks

SPEAKERS

JouN T. CLANCY, President, Borough of Queens
ROBERT MOSES, President, New York World's Fair 1964-1965

RoBeRT F. WAGNER, Mayor of the City of New York

National Anthem sung by Elaine Malbin
Music by Sanitaiion Department Band, John M. Celebre, Conducting

Public Address System by WNYC, Seymour N. Siegel, Director



FLUSHING MEADOW PARK MUNICIPAL STADIUM

Flushing Meadow Park close to the geographic and population
center of the City of New York is the site of the new Municipal
Stadium we break ground for today.

This Park, or rather the Grand Central Parkway, was begun
in 1934. The rights of way were expanded to include Flushing
Meadow in 1935 in preparation of the World’s Fair 1939-1940.
After the Fair the Park, partly completed, was opened to the
public. In 1946 the United Nations occupied the City Building
and Flushing Meadow was seriously considered as the permanent
site of the World Capitol. Now the Meadow becomes the site of
the Stadium and the Fair of 1964-1965. The future will see Flush-
ing Meadow restored, greatly improved and returned by the
Department of Parks to the people of New York.

The Municipal Stadium will seat 55,000 for baseball and 60,000
for football; and can be enlarged by 25,000 more seats in the
future without disturbance of the initial construction and a roof
can be added.

The Stadium embraces a new concept of design with seats that
rotate to face any part of the field. There will be no columns in
the spectators’ view. Every consideration has been given to the
safety, convenience, comfort and pleasure of visitors. Many en-
trances and exits with ramps, escalators and elevation will permit
easy access to seats regardless of the size of the crowds.

The Stadium is in the center of a parking field for over 5,000
cars. Immediately adjacent is the Willets Point Boulevard station
of the Flushing IRT subway line. A short distance further is the
Long Island Railroad. The new $110,000,000 parkway and express-
way program under construction will provide easy access by
automobile.

The new National League New York baseball team the “METS”
and the American Football League team the "TITANS OF NEW
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YORK” will call the Stadium their home. Many other large scale
activities can be scheduled for open time.

The New York World’s Fair, now under construction, is pre-
paring programs for the Stadium during 1964-1965. There will
be many events at the Stadium supplementing the educational
exhibits and excitement of the Fair and to further its purpose of
“Peace through Understanding.”

Mayor Wagner, his Baseball Committee, and his administration
are to be congratulated for their aid in making this occasion a
reality.

The Department of Parks, working with the Fair Management,
is proud to bring to the people of New York this great new
Flushing Meadow Municipal Stadium.

©NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR 1964 -1965




-‘ t
*\_
) ?..4/,{/{“.. XA

PRAEGER - KAVANAGH - WATERBURY, Engineers, Architects
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Robert F. Wagner, Mayor Borough Presidents
Abe Stark, President of City Council Edward R. Dudley, Manhattan
Lawrence E. Gerosa, Comptroller James J. Lyons, Bronx

John F. Hayes, Brooklyn
John T. Clancy, Queens
Albert V. Maniscalco, Richmond

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

Newbold Morris, Commissioner Samuel M. White

John A. Mulcahy, Executive Officer Director, Maintenance and O peration

Alexander Wirin, Assistant Executive Officer Paul Dombroski, Chief Engineer
Harry Bender, Engineer of Construction
Charles H. Starke, Director of Recreation
William ]. Tooley, Stadium Director

NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR 1964 -1965 CORPORATION

Thomas J. Deegan Jr. Stuart Constable
Chaivman of the Executive Committee Vice President-O perations
Robert Moses Charles Poletti, Vice President
President International Relations and Exhibits
Gen. W. E. Potter J. Anthony Panuch, Vice President
Executive Vice President Industrial, Federal, State & Special Exhibits
Erwin Witt William Berns, Vice President
Com ptroller Communications and Public Relations

Ernestine R. Haig
Secretary and Assistant to the President
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