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CABLE ADDRESS
"TROCOKAY NEWYORK

4\}/‘/April 4, 1962

Hon, Robert Moses

New York Worldt!s Fair
1964-1G665 Corporation
P.0O, Box 1964
Flushing Meadow Park
Flushing 52, New York

Re: Jai-Alai Arena

Dear Commissioner Moses:

Mr, Reubin Guterman of 69 Morris Drive, East Meadow,
L.I., New York and Mr, Albert A. Deeb of Madison Park
Gardens, Port Washington, L.IXI., New York, were in to see
me with reference to the constructlion of a Jai-Alal Arena
in the Lake Area, They had intended constructling a
building in Forest Hills s¢ they have thelr building plans
and cost estimates completed. They have decided that it
would be profitable for them to move into the Fair itself,
They proposed constructing an arena and restaurant which
will look like the building in the enclosed clipping from
the New York Herald Tribune., They exzpect the bulilding to
cost in excess of $1,500,000, and are prepared to construct
and demolish the building in accordance with the requirements
of the Falr. They would take approximately two acres which
would be located immediately north of the proposed theater
site.

They would be willing to sign a lease for approximately
two acres at a guaranteed minimum of $2. a square foot
against a percentage of 5% on the first $2,000,000 of gross
receipts and 10% of amounts in excess of $2,000,000, per
year. The Fair would receive 50% of the amounts received
From concessionaires. They have agreed to pay $1., a square
foot on signing of the contract and the other $1., a square
foot in January of 1963.



-

Hon. Robert Moses -

Authority of the Executive Committee 1g hereby
requested to conclude negotiations and sign a lease for the
Jali-Alai Arena in accordance with the above terms on a form
of lease substantially similar to the lease between the Fair
and Contlnuntal Cirecus, Inc.

Sincerely yours,

/ .
'/ 2 /. ' ,
Wl L,-L.{,Q (L”'/wa‘fﬁak«w
HW:fs i

ce:  Mr, Stuart Constable
Mr, Williasm Kane



_Jai-Alai Fronton Planned for Queens
G ‘ |

- Sundey, Jannasry 27, 1962

New York Fetaln Eribune

Bdck After 24 Yearsl

)
By Erwin Grossman

Several weeks ago two bull-
dozers leveled almost five acres
of ground on 99th'St. between
Christie Ave. and 80th Ave. in
Elmhurst, Queens. Sometime
next week-—when application
for 4 building permit is ap-
proved-—a group of men will
meet on this site and partici=-
pate in ground breaking cere~
monies for the building of the
firsl jai-alai fronton (arenal
in New York State.

The $2 million atrueture is
expected to be in operation by
June 1. It will contain 3,500
plush theater-type seats, each
with an unobstructed view of
the playing court, a restaurant
and a cocktail Jounge. It will
also advertise in big thick-
black lettering: “NWo Gambling
Allowed.”

You don't have to say it
Reuben Guterman, Long
Island contractor and execut~
tive viee-president in charge
of operations for the Forest
Hills Americana, Ltd., has
heard 2 hundred - thousand
times over that jai-alaj (pro-
nounced hi-li) can't make a
go of it without pari-mutuel
betting. He thinks it can. In
fact his group is already con-
templating two more frontons
in New York City and is nego-
tiating for arenas in Hartford,
Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and
Dallas,

In Buffalo another jai-alat
syndicate was formed by res-
tauranteur Nick Mariello,who
is urging the state legislature
o approve ypari ~ muiuel
betting,

The game of jal-alai is &
speeded-up version of three-
wall handball in which s pel-
ota 73 ball of hard rubber and
a double goatskin covering}
is propelled around a three-
walled court at dazzling speed
by a cesta (basket-glove).

It has often been referved
io as the fastest game in the
world. In ¥Florida it has
reached 2 peak of popularity,
mainly because hatting is
aliowed.

In 1838 the late Mike
Jacobs tried unsucgessfully to
promote jal-glai in the old
Hippodrome. It was felt that
it failed because betting was
permitied,
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Fmancier Ted Polly is the
froup’s president: eontractor
Barney
and Jose Cruz Salsemendi s
vice~president. It is Salsa-
mendi, player's manager,
matcinnaker and chief judege
3t the Hollywood (Flz.) Dania,
Fronton, who will supply the
Basgue and Spanish players
for New Vork,

Originally the jai-alai group
sfought movie theaters in
which to house their pro-
motion. But for the most part
thoy were too small. The
Pelota Fronton, which is the
name of the new arena, will
wille be 60 feet high, multi«
ecolored and of & modern

motif. It will be less than twe -

miles {rom the Forest Hills
tennis stadium: seven blocks
from the IRT subway and

two blocks from the Long
Island Raiiroad.

The front wall ¢f the {ron-
tor, whichi is on the viewer's
right, will be 34 feet high to
the foul line and will be made
of eight-inch thick granite
blocks. The side and back
walls will be mide of concrete
and coversdl with gunite. The
playing court will be 180 feet
long, 47 feet high to the top
of the screen and .35 feeb
wide, with an additional 1§
feet of court surface io en-
able players to capture shots
which angle toward the-guard
screen,

There arve presently only
two schools in Spain from
which 80 per cent of the jai-
alai players originate. It is
there that boys from eight to
13 leaini to become profes-
sionals. It is Americanz's plan
to stert a jai-alad youth
movement to encourage in-
terest in the sport here. For
the first time jai-alai ¢om-
petition will be held in the
19264 Olympics.

The Buffalo syndicate does
not plan to build a fronten
unlesé it gets pari-mutuel
permission from the state.
Muriello said yesterday that
he plans to run his jai-
alal scason from November
through March when no race-
track is operating upstate.

“I have nol encounterad
opposition from any state leg-
islature with whom I have

onte is secretary, °

discussed the plan,” Marielio
said. "“If we can't get it this
year, we'll try again in 1963.”

Under the present state con~
stitution pari-mutuel betting
is limted only to thorough-
wred and harness horse
tracks. An amendment would
ke required for jai-alai het-

. ting, Under Mariello's plan

the state would withhold 2
portion of the jai-zlal handle
in the same manner the race
tracks carnings are taxed. He

js also in favor of & com-
missioner to regulate the
sport.

Under a parl-mutuel plan
Maricllo ostimates the state

would get an additional $39
to $40 million in tax revenue
a year and would create about

© 3,000 permanent jobs in the
' state.
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SOMETHING NEW-—Architeets’ conception of jai-alai fronton to be built in Elmhurat, Queens, Ground-breaking
ceremonies are planned for next week. Architect is Richard L Pezenik.
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Playing area of jai-alai arena planned at Christie Ave. and 90th Ave., Elmburst, will
resemble this Florida plant with fronton at right. Opening is set for about June L.




